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allowed by the treaty to the positive working out of a strategy
and a tactics based on the employment of a small, highly mobile,
highly trained^ abundantly munitioned, professional army against
what would be, despite their apparent strength, clumsy hordes.
Hence his steady refusal to let the Reichswehr be mixed up in
politics; he could not afford either to lose a single man of it in
civil strife or let it be alienated by political action from any section
of the nation—Communists, of course, were on their own con-
fession not a section of the nation—or let its attention be diverted
into other than serious military channels. Schleicher was no fool,
but his intellect was not of the same calibre as Seeckt's. He still
thought in terms of mass. Seeckt's relations with the "Freikorps,"
whom he detested as militarily undisciplined and incompetent,
were confined after 1921 to the avoidance of any clash between
them and his precious Reichswehr. To him they might be of
political, they were certainly not of military, importance. To
Schleicher, on the other hand, their military importance and so the
importance of their successorsa the Hitlerite Storm Troopers, was
fundamental. They were, in fact, to him the indispensable reserves,
the indispensable nucleus of unwieldy masses of the 1914 type,
and the more they were trained, the more they were armed, the
better. Everything must be done to bring them into cordial
relations with the Reichswehr and the future General Staff.
Officially the "Freikorps" were all disbanded; in one form or
another many of them retained their organization under the pro-
tecting wing of the Ministry of Defence, which in this case meant
the wing of General von Schleicher. Men talked openly of the
maintenance of the "Black Reichswehr" and the employment the
Ministry found for them; the existence of unnecessary "frontier
guards" was also a matter for whispered talk, as was the existence
of concealed weapons, and those who talked had no doubt as
to the identity of the ultimately responsible party. But as most
of the hotheads had cooled down, gone in for extremist politics
and now kept outrages strictly to private internal feuds3 no one
found any particular cause for censure except a few Socialists
and pacifists who had tender consciences, or desired to embarrass
the government. The Communists, feebly busy with their own

